Suggested tiers for granting exemptions for exposures above a reference value, revising reference values, or for assessing risk above the reference value.
	Tier 1 (Granting Exemptions)

1) Look at Agency guidance: Does Agency guidance allow an exemption to be granted?

2) Review literature for updated risk values: Do new risk values developed since the Agency guidance allow an exemption to be granted?  Check http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/htmlgen?iter for new values or http://www.allianceforrisk.org/RiskIE.htm for new projects.

3) Examine risk value imprecision: Does a study of the precision in the underlying risk value allow an exemption to be granted?



	Tier 2 (Revising)

1) Evaluate Relative Source Contribution (RSC): Can specific data change the basis of the RSC, allowing a revision to the reference value?

2) Examine exposure parameters: Can different exposure assumptions be used, allowing a revision to the reference value?

3) Investigate sensitive population: Does the population of interest contain the sensitive population that the underlying risk value is designed to protect? If not, can a reference value be developed on the population of interest?



	Tier 3 (Assessing Risk)

1) Categorical regression: Can concentrations of a contaminant associated with probable health risk be developed with confidence in order to estimate risk above the reference value?

2) Probabilistic Methods: Can concentrations of a contaminant associated with probable health risk be developed with confidence in order to estimate risk throughout the dose curve?

3) Mechanistic Understanding: Can the investigation of the mode of chemical action enable the development of a mechanistically-based safe dose?




