
Alliance for Risk Assessment (ARA) Steering Committee Meeting Notes
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2009
Time: 10:00 AM EST


1) Introductions 
Steering Committee Members Present: 
· Michael Dourson (TERA)
· Barbara Harper (Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation)
· Michael Honeycutt (State of Texas)
· Anita Meyer (US Army Corps of Engineers)
· Bette Meek (Health Canada)
· Ruthann Rudel (Silent Spring)
· Santini Ramasamy (US EPA), for Ed Ohanian
· Elizabeth Spalt (State of Indiana)) for Bill Hayes
Members absent: 
· Phil Wexler (NLM) 

· Others Present: Chuck Tomljanovic (CTC), Oliver Kroner (ARA)  

2) Old Business
a) Updates
i) RDX- Final Report submitted to Department of Defense.  An abstract has been prepared for presentation at SRA.
ii) StateHELP: Minnesota- risk above the reference concentration, TERA staff finalized a brief procedure based in part on one developed previously for risk above oral reference dose
iii) Monsanto- Degradates task completed, representatives of 3 states, and one federal and 1 NGO group were panel members; 4 RfDs were developed in 2 days; up to 26 people listened into the webcast and several comments were provided by this group.
iv) TCEQ- Arsenic: teleconference call completed at the end of August, went very well
draft peer review report ready to send to the panel for review this week  anticipate that the final report will be available on the website by the end of October.
v) TCEQ- Nickel: received the reviewers written comments, which are currently available on the website.  The conference call is scheduled for October 1, 10 am to 5 pm, and “listen only” lines will be available for public participation. 
b) Webstats-
i) Visits to www.allianceforrisk.org are stable at around 300 unique visitors per month
ii) Statistics show visitors from 91 countries 

3) New Business 
a) TCEQ Dose Response Workshop request and potential SC role in the project
Dr. Honeycutt stated that the aim of this workshop was to continue the work of the recent NAS (2008) panel, for example, by working out contradictions, emphasizing state involvement, and incorporating the work of outside groups. Several panel members agreed and thought that the NAS report opened a conversation but left it unfinished, perhaps because the NAS did not have time to collect all stakeholder input or consider all alternatives.  After some additional discussion, the project was accepted by general acclimation with Drs. Ramasami, Honeycutt, and Dourson abstaining.

The Steering Committee stated that the workshop must define clear objectives, be contextualized in a non-confrontational fashion, and identify areas where more discussion is needed.  The panel also suggested that NAS Panel Members be included in the workshops.
The chair of the Steering Committee offered the following next steps for the Steering Committee:
(a) Capture its discussion in minutes,
(b) Familiarize itself better with content of NAS report
(c) Determine its role in project
TERA and TCEQ were asked to draft a proposal in more detail, including potential Panel Members, and submit it to the Steering Committee for comments.

4) Committee Chair Discussion
a) ARA Management Team was asked to draft proposal of term limit structure of a 9 person panel.

5) Schedule Next Meeting
a) Next Steering Committee Meeting will likely be held in January, 2010

6) Good and Welfare
· Rain in Central Texas! Nice weather across the country!
· Bette Meek defending a Ph.D. Thesis on Mode of Action Framework next month
· Michael Dourson received the International Achievement Award from the International Society of Regulatory Toxicology and Pharmacology
· Ruthann Rudell is evaluating chemically induced effects on mammary gland that may induce cancer, seeking input from fellow risk petitioners
i. Suggested to be posted to Risk Information Exchange
ii. TERA to send to recent mammary paper
