ARA Steering Committee Meeting Agenda
Date: Monday, April 19, 2010
Time: 2:00 PM EST

Present: Anita Meyer, Bette Meek, Bill Hayes, Ed Ohanian, Michael Honeycutt, Michael Dourson, Ruthann Rudel

Absent:  Barbara Harper, Phil Wexler

Observers:  Drew Rak, Oliver Kroner

 

1. ARA Updates
· Web updates

· Significant growth in visits in last 2 months- likely due to the Beyond Science and Decisions Workshop series

· Nuclear Receptor Workshop
· Scheduled for September in RTP, meeting to explore dose-response approaches to nuclear-receptor mediated liver cancer.  Julian Preston, Mel Andersen to chair
· StateHELP: Tennessee
· Spatial distribution of TCE plume from dry cleaning, evaluation of statistical method used.  Noblis is assisting.
· StateHELP: Cincinnati- outdoor wood fired boilers
· Analysis of OWFB emissions health effects, potential risk management strategies. Our report will be based on a study conducted by NESCAUM. 
· Beyond Science and Decisions: From Issue Identification to Dose-Response Assessment 
· Meeting held at TCEQ.  Feedback: Modelers and Biologists in attendance. ARA should be careful to maintain balance. Eye-opening as to how risk-values are used, a lot of smart people talking about really important things.  Conversation helped to overcome some misunderstandings. It was suggested that a communication plan be developed and be shared more broadly.  Noblis to host third meeting in March of 2011.  Preference for space between SOT and Workshop III was expressed.
· Workshop II: Considering October 10 & 11, 2010, in tandem with the Federal State Toxicology and Risk Assessment Conference (FSTRAC).  This date appeared to be workable for many panelists, but others panelist, critical to the success of the workshop, need to be invited (see discussion below).

 
2. Old Business 

· Budget:  ~$6,000 collected from 7% fee, $10,000 TERA contribution, $6,000 spent

· Webpage upkeep, conference calls, project promotion, RiskIE database, StateHELP

· Beyond Science & Decisions Panel Member Discussion (chaired by Bette Meek)

· Confirmed: 
· Jim Bus
· John Christopher

· Michael Dourson

· Bette Meek

· Elizabeth Spalt

· Michael Bolger

· Rory Connoly
 
· Outstanding: 

· Vicki Dellarco
· Ruthann Rudel 
· Alan Stern
· Lauren Zeiss 

· Declined: 
· Dave Eaton
· Malcolm Bertoni
· The Steering Committee thought that additional participation would be valuable from:

· NCEA
Annie Jarabeck
John Lipscomb

· NAS Panel
Gary Ginsberg

Joe Rodricks

Adam Finkel

Bruce Hope

· Epidemiologist

Jeff Lewis
· Mike Dourson was directed by the Steering Committee to invite Gary Ginsberg, Bruce Hope, and Jeff Lewis.  Ed Ohanian volunteered to talk with NCEA management regarding their nomination to the panel.
3. New Business 

· Potential StateHELP Project – Oregon.  TERA asked the Oregon representative to fill out the RiskIE form.

· TCEQ requested that its Inorganic inhalation arsenic carcinogenicity text be reviewed within the ARA structure.

· No other group is doing this and the work would be done in a transparent manner with the results posted on the web.

· Accepted by the Steering Committee by a vote 6-0, with one abstention
4. Next Meeting Agenda 

· Not discussed

5. Good and Welfare 

· Gratitude expressed for TCEQ’s hospitality during Workshop I.
