Alliance for Risk Assessment (ARA) Steering Committee Meeting Notes
Date: Friday, March 27, 2009

Time: 2:00 PM EST

1.       Introductions 
Steering Committee Members Present: 

· Michael Dourson (TERA)

· Barbara Harper (Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation)

· Bill Hayes (State of Indiana)

· Michael Honeycutt (represented by Joseph Haney) (State of Texas)

· Anita Meyer (US Army Corps of Engineers)

· Ed Ohanian (US EPA)

· Phil Wexler (NLM)

Members absent: 

· Bette Meek (Health Canada)

· Ruthann Rudel (Silent Spring). 

Others Present: Chuck Tomljanovic (CTC), Oliver Kroner (ARA), Steve Gibb (Noblis).

2.       Old Business 

· Staff Update

· Recently Completed Projects

· New Zealand project on mercury exposure from compact fluorescent light bulbs: This project is complete and a poster was presented at SOT; report is available online.

· TERA completed the StateHELP request for the Ohio-Wellhead protection; letter is to be posted online.

· Current Projects

· Development of a relative source contribution (RSC) for RDX for the US DoD: A technical draft has been completed by TERA and Noblis and is currently in internal peer review.  Draft will be submitted to DoD.

· Development of technical approach to risk above the Reference Concentration (RfC) for air toxics by way of a StateHELP funds for the State of Minnesota.  Outgoing letters from TERA and Minnesota to expert groups around the world requesting assistance is pending.

· Webstats

· ARA is averaging around 200 visitors a month—about twice the number we were receiving a year ago.

· 66 % of visitors are coming for the first time.

· Visitors from 78 countries.

· Driven by RiskIE-—accounts for 30% of traffic.

· Report from SOT Meeting

· The ARA Booth provided many folks with the opportunity to receive information regarding the alliance.

· The booth was staffed by:

· ARA: Oliver Kroner

· CTC: Kelly Scanlon, Susan McDonald

· Integrative Science and Policy: Steven Lewis

· New Zealand Ministry of Health: Natalia Foronda

· NSF International: Virunya Bhat, Cliff Mclellan, 

· TERA: Michael Dourson

· Pending Project Requests

· Workshop on RfD development for Alachlor and Acetochlor Degradates.   Project sponsored by Monsanto and DowAgro Herbicides.  An email on this task had been previously circulated.  After several additional committee questions were asked and answered, the committee agreed to accept the project as part of the ARA.

· TCE paper on state risk management values.  TERA has a draft of Indiana’s survey of state risk values; publication of data was requested by State of Illinois.  The committee stated that several states are reluctant to embrace CalEPA number advocated by OSWER, although at least one state, Texas, has adopted OSWER values.  The committee requested that TERA complete the draft and send to Steering Committee members for future action.

3.       New Business 

· New Project Requests

· EPA ORD grant of $20,000 was provided to the ARA for 3 projects: $5,000 to provide scholarships for risk training modules to African Society Toxicological Sciences Grant; 10K for two unfunded state projects, and 5 K to load up state risk values on ITER.  However, the grant has not yet been awarded.  The committee gave acclamation to approve use of funds.

· Hamilton County, Ohio requested help in communicating the results of its recent air monitoring data analysis done by TERA under the StateHELP funds.  After a brief discussion, the committee tabled the request pending confirmation that Hamilton County has been in communication with the State of Ohio, and asked the ARA management to follow up.

· How to handle ARA funding beyond management expenses: ARA projects accrue a 7% fee to cover management expenses.  For consideration: After expenses are covered, how will the surplus be managed?  Suggestions can be submitted to Oliver at kroner@tera.org.

4.       Next Meeting Agenda 

· We will aim for next meeting in 2-3 months.

5.       Good and Welfare 

· TERA has hired Dr. Irene Abraham, of University of North Carolina as a toxicologist with knowledge of mechanisms of toxicity.

· In February of 2009, TCEQ posted Developmental Support Documents for 1-4 Dichlorobenzene and Xylenes.

